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...hold the universe

I want to...

...be a big umbrella that protects the heart

...day to be beautiful forever

...become a great artist

...be as clear as water
...fly like a dragonfly

...be a fast-growing tree

...grow a long nose

...be the wind

...become a chef



Kang Woo-hyon
President, International Committee
Nambook Festival

As I hope many of you will recall, in 2005 in celebration of the 200
th

anniversary of the Hans Christian Andersen Awards, Nami Island hosted its 1
st

Nambook

Festival. In the years since, Nambook has hosted an ever-changing variety of events

highlighting the many aspects of children's book culture culminating in the publication of

a unique global collaboration entitled Peace Story. In the process, Nambook earned

a reputation not only in Korea but also throughout the world for its innovative

and diverse approach to honoring the culture of children's books.

While Nambook Festival has not only made Nami Island well-known internationally,

it also played an instrumental role in the creation of our own Naminara Republic,

embodying Nami Island's cultural independence. Throughout the years,

IBBY and our many friends from all over the world have been vital in ensuring

the success and continuity of Nambook. To all of our wonderful partners I wish to

express my heartfelt appreciation.

In 2013, expect to see a new incarnation of Nambook Festival. In the past we have

focused on collecting and displaying the books we received through our many

international exchanges along with offering performances, academic seminars, events

and hands-on experiences for our guests. For the future, we've conceived two main

projects that we expect to become a permanent part of Nami Island's culture.

The first is the transformation of the entire island into a library, while the second is

our plan to hold a biennale Nami island international illustration Concours (NiiiC).

Each visitor to Nami Island will have the opportunity to enjoy the special wisdom that

only books can offer wherever they are on the island next to leaves or the smallest

stones, in our hotel, under the shade of a tree, or on the ferry. Looking further down

the road, I believe Korea's natural library movement and perhaps similar efforts

all over the world will find inspiration in our efforts at Naminara Republic. 

NiiiC will be one way of thanking the many friends from all over the world who have

been so enthusiastic in their support. This competition will offer the chance

for the development of a more humanistic and mature children's book culture.

It will be an opportunity for young artists and illustrators to experiment and venture

into new worlds. Finally, I firmly believe that this is one contribution to the larger

community that Nami Island, as the sponsor of the H.C. Andersen Awards, and I,

as someone who has worked as an illustrator since 1981, should definitely be making.

We are living in a time of convergence between technology and all forms of art,

thus we need to find a new "convergence wisdom." 

Further in 2013 we are expanding the borders of our festival to encompass the Seoul

Fairytale Festival to be held during the same period as Nambook Festival as a way of

elevating the interest in both children's books and culture.

Expect great things from the 2013 Nambook Festival. I look forward to seeing once

again all of you who are so dedicated to our children's future.



Purpose

To hold a festival where children's books
express diversity and creativity,
make the world of imagination come alive,
and promote international understanding and exchange.

Theme: Forest Library

Dates

April 25th - May 31st, 2013

V enue

Nami Island (Chuncheon, Korea)

Program Highl ights

Main Events
-Nami island international illustration Concours(NiiiC)
-Exhibition of the Winning Works of the Nami island
international illustration Concours

Exhibitions
-World New Children's Picture Books Exhibition
-World Classic Fairytales 'Big Book' Exhibition in the Forest
-Children's Recylced Inventions Exhibition
-Giant Poster Exhibition in honour of International Children's Book Day
-UNICEF Charity Exhibition
-Art Exhibition of Characters in the Forest

Performances
-National Days (Guest of Honour Days by Foreign Embassies in Korea)

-Puppet Play / Storytelling / Children's Song Contest
-Fashion Show for Children
-Traditional Performances of Korea, Japan and China
-Invited Traditional Performances by Troupes from Overseas

Workshops / Experiential Programs
-'How to Make a Book' Workshop for Children
-Book Art Workshop for Kids and Parents
-Second-hand Book Store - Children's Flea Market

Contests
-Picture Book Illustration Contest
-Recycled Invention Contest
-Nami Island Photo Contest

The 6th Nami Island

International ChildrenÕs

Book Festival

NAMBOOK-O13



In 2005, in celebration of the 200th anniversary
of the birth of Hans Christian Andersen, Nami
Island hosted its first book festival. One of the
highlights of the event was the focus we placed
on Andersen's fairytales and exhibitions of
original i l lustrations for the purpose of
elevating interest in children's books. We were
honored that Peter Schneck was able to
participate. In 2006 we undertook journeys of
the imagination through displays of children's
books from around the world along with
performances, educational events and hands-on
experiences in an effort to make the learning
we gain from books part of our everyday lives.
Early on the support of IBBY's leaders such as
Patsy A ldana, L iz Page and others was
important to extending our mission, also. 

One of our favorite slogans has been that we
"eat, drink and play" with books. Over the
years we have hosted a variety of National
Days during the festival at which we shared the
food, tourist attractions and cultures of many
nations for the purpose of better understanding
the context from which children's books come.
At the Macau IBBY Congress we had the
honor of presenting Nambook to great acclaim.
In 2007 we introduced the concept of
transforming all of Nami Island into a library
offering the chance for visitors to experience
books and reading in places they never would
have imagined. For example, we removed the
TVs from our hotel rooms and replaced them
with books, we placed books in bathrooms,
restaurants and special book benches all over
the island. Finally, with the support of many
distinguished experts including Ellis Vance,
Zohreh Ghaeni, Forest Zhang, Nilima Shinha,
and Rosemary Tisdal l  we hosted an
international symposium entitled "How to
Make a Library in Nature." 

Following the enthusiastic responses to our
previous exhibitions in 2008 and 2009 we
offered visitors unique opportunities to view
original illustrations, enjoy performances of
traditional music and dance as well as a new
experience, the Unicef Charity Exhibition. We
have been fortunate enough to be the subject of
benchmarking by many other organizations
both from Korea and globally. However we felt
that innovation was necessary so in 2010 we
embarked on an ambitious attempt at
collaboration centered on the theme of peace.
Authors and illustrators from 22 countries around
the world contributed their best creative efforts in
stories for a book entitled Peace Story that
touched the heart and eloquently expressed the
need for a peaceful and more compassionate
world.

As Biswambhar Ghimire noted, "A library...need
not be confined within four walls" or as Syeda
Basarat M. Kazim wrote, there can be "Books in
trees, books amongst the flowers and butterflies,
books on rafts, and books with fireflies." In 2013
we look forward to expanding on the ideas and
dreams we discussed in 2007 and making them
real. 

Nami Island
A L ibrary in Nature 



Scenes from the opening week of NAMBOOK-010.



The cover of Peace Story combined with most of the bookÕs contributing writers, illustrators and international committee members.

The Peace Story project was a truly collaborative effort that included the ideas of

Ellis Vance, Patrica Aldana, Kang Woo-hyon and other IBBY members.

The book, written and illustrated by artists from 22 countries,

tells the stories of both hope and despair while reminding us of the need to

build bridges of understanding and peace in our diverse world.



1. A ims
The Nami island international illustration Concours (NiiiC) by providing artists
with the opportunity to introduce their works on a global scale aims to inspire illustrators 
throughout the world to create high quality art work and thereby contribute to
the improvement of the quality of picture book illustrations for children.

2. Background
Nami Island International Children's Book Festival or "Nambook" has been held since 2005 
on Nami Island, Korea. Nami Island also has the distinction of serving as sponsor of
the Hans Christian Andersen Awards. Nami Island's original owner and founder,
the late Min Byeong-do over 50 years ago began his support of the arts community
by providing funding for musical, artistic programs and childrenÕs book authors.
Nami Island now averages 2.5 million visitors per year and has grown into one of
Korea's most popular tourist destinations. As a natural extension of Nami's interest in
and support of culture in general and children's book culture in particular in 2013
it will hold its first ever illustration concours.

3. Select ion and Aw ards
An international jury meeting is scheduled to be held in February 2013.
The jury will grant the following prizes and awards:
Gran Prix to the most outstanding work with an award and US$5,000,
and an invitation to the Award Ceremony on Nami Island.
(Nambook will cover airfare and accommodation.)

Two Golden Island Awards each with an award and US$2,000 and an invitation to
the Award Ceremony on Nami Island. (Nambook will cover airfare and accommodation.)

Five Green Island Awards, each with an award and US$1,000.
Ten Special Prizes, each with an award.
*Tax will be deducted from each award.

4. Closing Date 
Entries must reach Nami Island's Seoul offices by FEBRUARY 15, 2013

5. El igibi l i t y  for  Ent ry
a. Entry is open to any illustrator from any country in the world.
b. Illustrations for unpublished books are acceptable.
c. Illustrations for published books are also acceptable.

*Illustrators who have already been awarded top prizes at Biennial of Illustrations Brastilava (BIB)
and Bologna Illustrators Exhibition are not eligible

6. Condit ions of Ent ry
a. Entries should be original Illustrations, not photographs or prints, intended to

be used in picture books for children.
b. One entry should comprise five or more separate illustrations for one story.
c. The weight of one entry should be less than 5kg.

Nami island international
illustration Concours
for Picture Book Illustrations

<PRE-ANNOUNCEMENT>



7. How  to Apply
One entry should be accompanied by the following

(1) Entry Form (A) to be duly filled out in type or print,

and sent to Nami with illustrations.

(2) Entry Form (B) to be cut out and attached to the reverse

side of each Illustration.

(3) Summary of the story in English (300 words or less)

*Application form can be downloaded from the Nambook Festival website (www.nambookfestival.com)

*A sheet including all necessary information mentioned in the application form can be used as a substitute.

8. Announcement  of Results
The results of the selection will be announced to the winners, the co-operating bodies

on the Nambook Festival website by the end of February 2013 and directly to

all the entrants by the beginning of March 2013.

9. Ex hibit ions
a. Winning works will be exhibited on Nami Island and in Seoul in 2013.

10. Return of Ent r ies
a. Winning works will be returned to the cooperating bodies or directly to individual 

entrants by air parcel as a rule, after being kept by Nami Island until the end of 2013.

b. Entries not receiving prizes will be returned to the co-operating bodies or individual 

entrants by March 2013 by surface parcel.

c. Works returned to Nambook Festival because of incorrect or incomplete return address 

will be kept by Nambook Festival until the end of 2013. If no inquiries are received

by then, the works may be discarded.

11. Other
11-1. Insurance

Entries will be insured at the expense of Nambook Festival from the day they reach 

Nambook Festival headquarters until their delivery to the post office in Korea

from where they will be returned.

11-2. Use of Entry Works

a. Entrants should agree that all their Illustrations may be published and reproduced 

for publicity purposes of NiiiC and Nambook Festival in related entities

including the website.

b. Nambook Festival is to be authorized to permit other entities to reproduce

the winning works with a credit line with or without royalties depending

on the case, on condition that they are used for non-commercial purposes

or promotion of NiiiC and Nambook Festival.

c. Nambook Festival reserves the right to publish, after contract negotiations

with the illustrator (and, in cases where applicable, the story author),

the illustrations in the form of a book following the concours.

12. Sending Address
Entries may be send to Nambook Festival either through the cooperating bodies

in the entrantÕs region (see List of Co-operation Bodies) or directly by individuals.

Entries should be addressed to :

NAMI ISLAND INTERNATIONAL ILLUSTRATION CONCOURS SECRETARIAT 

17 Insadong-gil, Insa-dong, Jongno-gu, Seoul, 110-290 KOREA

Phone: +82-2-753-1246 / Fax: +82-2-773-1481

www.nambookfestival.com / E-mail: niiic@nambookfestival.com

Contact: Fred Minn





NAMI ISLAND
Nami Island in the last ten years has become

Korea's most globally recognized tourist and culture brand.

Combining a refreshingly beautiful natural setting only 63 kilometers

from Korea's capital of Seoul, the Island welcomes over 2.5 million visitors

annually from not only Korea but many countries around the world.  

Widely recognized for its innovation from its eco-friendly approach to

managing visitors to its unstinting commitment to supporting Unicef

and a myriad of art forms including fine arts, sculpture and performing arts,

the Island has crystallized its promises by sponsoring the Hans Christian

Andersen Awards and hosting Nambook, a children's book festival

dedicated to promoting both a love of reading and upgrading

the quality of children's books in content and design.

Official Sponsor
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17 Insadong-gil, Insa-dong, Jongno-gu, Seoul, 110-290  KOREA

Tel. +82-2-318-6260 / Fax. +82-2-318-6263

Blog_http://www.namibooks.com
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